
Case Study

The Project 

As its name suggests, SunPower stands out for advanced solar solutions that help 
individuals, businesses and utilities use less fossil fuels and emit fewer greenhouse 
gases. The company employs more than 6,000 people worldwide and maintains 
facilities in Europe, Asia, Australia and North America. To accommodate growth, 
SunPower recently relocated its headquarters to an existing campus in San Jose, 
California. The three structures on the SunPower campus were renovated with the 
goal of achieving LEED Gold certification for commercial interiors. Green design 
features include a rooftop solar system and solar carport that utilize SunPower’s 
own products. 

Designed to house a projected 500 staff members who will be hired over the next 
few years, the three refurbished buildings contain 462 workstations and 38 private 
offices, as well as meeting rooms, group workspaces and public areas. SunPower 
commissioned VDT Architects to plan and design the renovated facilities. 

client

SunPower

designer/dealer

VDT Architects

products featured

District

dna



Case Study

The Response

SunPower was committed to achieving a level of green design consistent with the 
high-efficiency solar cells, panels and systems that it designs, manufactures and sells.   
Impressed by the aesthetics and functionality of the District product—and the fact 
that Teknion offers FSC-certified wood as an option—SunPower selected Teknion 
to supply its District furniture system for the workstations. 

The architect devised an open plan based on an overall height of 42 inches with 
shared overhead storage.  Teknion participated in two rounds of mockups—the 
first designed to more clearly define the client’s vision and the architect’s concept 
of the workstation; the second round involving presentation of a refined typical 
workstation, which resulted in the award of the project.

Although SunPower did not have a previous relationship with Teknion and was 
unfamiliar with its products, SunPower was impressed by the company’s ability 
to solve planning challenges. In order to demonstrate the inherent flexibility of 
the District product, Teknion developed several configurations based on typical 
specifications for the second round of mockups. 

Thanks to the ability of District® to accommodate a variety of worksurface and 
storage configurations, while also addressing aesthetic and sustainable goals, 
Teknion was able to meet the client’s goals with one product. It quickly became 
clear that District offered the most appropriate and cost-effective furniture solution 
for SunPower.

To take one example, District was able to meet the architect’s specification to 
maintain lower heights so as not to block sight lines. As a collection, District is 
comprised of multi-functional components with long, low horizontal lines and a 
lighter scale. Low-height District windows and walls divide space, while cabinets 
can be stacked and positioned on credenzas to maximize storage in a smaller 
footprint and at a lower height than typical overhead storage. 

SunPower had charged its architect and suppliers to deliver a headquarters that 
would showcase the company’s innovative technologies and its commitment to 
sustainable business development.  Teknion’s District product contributed to 
creating a high-performance work environment that is also safe, healthy and 
comfortable. District also helped SunPower to earn LEED credits and achieve 
LEED-CI Gold certification. 

SunPower also selected Teknion dna modular lounge seating to create informal 
collaborative areas throughout the facility.  Like District, dna offered a very 
contemporary, yet classic look, plus the opportunity to use different upholstery 
colors to identify departmental neighborhoods. dna® satisfied the customer’s 
functional and aesthetic requirements across the board.  

Featured Products

District
Multi-functional components create unique 
workstations and a unified look for an entire floor 
plan, meeting diverse requirements that range from 
freestanding desking and storage-spine applications to 
private offices. 

Teknion dna
Teknion dna is a collection of modular lounge  
seating and tables designed to expand the functional 
repertoire of lounge seating, supporting collaboration 
and enabling easy reconfiguration and access to  
power and data. Modular design allows units to 
align on all sides, maximizing planning options with 
minimal inventory. Complementary tables support 
technology requirements.
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